Mudslingers Sportsmanship & Conduct Policy

The Mudslingers Gymkhana Club is committed to providing a safe, respectful and encouraging
environment for all riders, spectators, volunteers and horses. All participants are expected to
demonstrate good sportsmanship at all times: in the arena, around the grounds and online.

Definition of Good Sportsmanship

Good sportsmanship includes:

e Treating riders, judges, volunteers and spectators with respect.
e Offering encouragement and support to fellow competitors.

e Accepting judges’ decisions without hostility.

e Handling wins and losses with grace.

e Demonstrating patience and kindness toward your horse.

Unacceptable Conduct

The following behaviors are considered unsportsmanlike and may result in disciplinary action:
Toward People:

e \erbal abuse, yelling, or swearing at judges, volunteers, other riders or spectators.

e Publicly confronting or “calling out” an individual (in person or online) in a way that is hostile,
aggressive or intended to embarrass.

e Threatening behavior or physical intimidation.

e Arguing with or refusing to follow the directions of a judge or show official.

Toward Horses:

e Any action deemed abusive (see Horse Welfare section of the Rulebook), including
excessive whipping, striking or harsh handling.
e Forcing a horse to continue when visibly lame, exhausted or in distress.

General Conduct:

e Interfering with another competitor’s run.
e Disruptive or unsafe behavior in the arena or warm-up areas.
e Disrespectful or damaging behavior toward club property or facilities.



Disciplinary Actions

Judges and board members have the authority to take the following actions:

Verbal Warning — For minor first-time offenses.
2. Pattern Disqualification (DQ) — For repeated offenses during the same show or more serious
conduct.
3. Show Disqualification — For severe or repeated unsportsmanlike conduct. This applies to the
entire show; in a two-day show, the rider may not return for day two.
4. Immediate Disqualification Without Warning — For extreme misconduct, including but not
limited to:
e Physical aggression toward a person or horse
e Threatening language or behavior
e Dangerous riding that puts others at risk

Social Media & Online Conduct

e Posts that harass, insult or target specific riders, judges or club members are prohibited.

e Issues or disputes should be addressed privately with the board, not through public posts.

e Online harassment will be treated the same as in-person misconduct and may result in
disqualification or suspension.

Authority

e Judges may issue warnings or disqualifications on the spot.
e Board members may review incidents and apply further disciplinary action, including
suspension from future shows.



